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YATES CHRISTMAS NEWS
A Happy Holiday and healthy season to everyone, especially after the
unexpected and challenging year we have all had - and are still having. Thank
goodness for good health, the Internet and at least virtual contact with friends and
family. Hopefully 2021 will start to get us all back to normal, whatever that might be.
The family have all been doing as well as can be in the situation. Fortunately, Ingrid
and I live in one of the ‘quietest’ parts of the UK as far as coronavirus is concerned.
In a perverse kind of way, we have enjoyed the solitude, being just very happy to be
spending time together, and feel blessed to be living where we are. Vicky and Matt,
and Dan and Mehrnaz live close by, which is great. We have shared grocery shopping
duties with Vicky & Matt - the hardest part of which has been the ‘stay apart and no
hugging’ rules. When lockdown was lifted for a while we were also able to go
walking together and the odd restaurant / pub visit. Mandy, Dave and the kids also
live fairly close.Virtual working and schooling have been their norm
Having spent many weeks in their apartment, Dave, Eugene and the kids were able
to leave Manhattan in the summer to spend two months in joint ‘isolation’ with
Pete, Colleen and family in Luxembourg. Dave and Pete have both been working
from home - like our other Dave, the benefit of tech-driven jobs. Michala, Rhys and
the girls have been in a relatively lightly affected area of Australia. Fortunately,
Michala has been able to keep her home day-care business going, and in fact has
been crazy busy. This is the first year ever that we aren’t able to see our overseas
family, and whilst Zoom is useful, it doesn’t make up for that contact at all.
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My Mum, Doris, passed away in May. She
was mentally sharp, and we celebrated
her 93rd birthday in January. Mum had
survived heart attack and stroke, but was
taken by pneumonia. Whilst she tested
negative for covid, scans suggested that
was a contributor. Ingrid’s Mum, Franka,
is now 90, and still living on her own in
the Netherlands. We had to cancel two
planned trips to see her, and hopefully
will be able to do this early in 2021.
This is the first year ‘for ever’ that we
haven’t flown anywhere. Instead, Mick did
a coronavirus photo project, capturing
changing moods in the local countryside,
matched with daily news headlines. In
August, he published another book - a
limited edition of the first six months of
covid, which sold well. He’s also been
giving online photo talks. Another project
is digitising slide and film archives, though
at the current rate it will take years
Looking forward, on one hand vaccines
and a new US administration have to be
welcome news. But the UK’s situation is
not good, and Brexit looms (don’t get us
started …) It is especially hard to see the
impact of all this on young people’s
employment and career prospects
We must hope for a better year for all
e-mail: mick@yatesweb.com
e-mail: ingrid@yatesweb.com
Mick +44 7920 090 972
Ingrid +44 7899 912 984
Blog & Cambodia : www.yatesweb.com
www.mickyatesphotography.com
Twitter, Instagram: mickyates
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